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Dedicated trainers across the country
use the USHJA Horsemanship Quiz
Stable Challenge to take teaching
horsemanship to a new level.

By Whitney Allen

eams were formed, study sessions planned and pencils sharp-
ened (OK, it was actually “keyboards at the ready,” but “pen-
~ cils sharpened” sounds more poetic) in preparation for the
fourth USHJA Horsemanship Quiz Stable Challenge, presented by
The Plaid Horse.

After 30 days of online competition with more than 760 tests
taken in 11 USHJA Zones, nine trainers in nine USHJA Zones
guided their teams to win more than $1,000 each in prizes.

From June 15 to July 15, the 30-day HQC Stable Challenge was
open to Juniors and Amateurs, bringing barns together to put their
horsemanship knowledge to the ultimate test. At least three stu-
dents per trainer had to complete the online HQC practice quiz for
their barn to be eligible to win.

At the end of the 30-day challenge, the three top scores under
each trainer were averaged to provide an overall score. The highest-
scoring trainer per Zone won a trainer-inspired award package, which
included a Charles Owen helmet, Professional’s Choice horse boots, a
one-year membership to Equestriancoach.com, a subscription to Zhe
Plaid Horse and gifts from Perfect Products, Standlee Hay, Rood &
Riddle Equine Hospital, Shapley’s and Shopushja.com.

Mary Rae Fuller, of Zone 9, used the Stable Challenge to take
teaching and learning to a new level at Prairie Fox Farms.

“The USHJA Stable Challenge was first introduced to both me
and my assistant trainer, Brittany Tilden, by one of our amateur
riders, who had learned of the opportunity while visiting with the
editor of The Plaid Horse, Piper Klemm, at this year’s HITS Thermal
Desert Circuit,” said Fuller. “Our clients were very excited that there

SHJA.ORG SEPTEMBER 2016 / USHJA IN STRIDE 53

USHJA ARCHIVES



was a program that offered an
opportunity for both the adult
and junior riders to learn more
consistent standards regarding
horse-care management.”
Tilden researched the details
on the USHJA website and
spoke directly with USHJA staff
to decide that a mix of amateurs
and juniors would best benefit
from the Stable Challenge.
“Using the USHJ A Horse-
manship Challenge Study Guide,
we developed a series of three
separate sessions that covered
the topics we felt were most
critical to our immediate needs,
including tack and bit function,
horse anatomy and conforma-
tion, first aid, general stable
management practices, shoeing,
bandaging/wrapping and riding
theory,” said Fuller. “We invited
guest speakers, including our
stable manager and primary
farrier; provided horses for
demonstrations specific to each
topic; created interactive games
to best engage our participants;
and provided each attendee with
2 copv of the study guide.”
Fuller created a beneficial
svstem of study for her stu-
dents—which included three
evening sessions—and is already
putting plans in place for 2017.
“We've initiated discussions
regarding the topics our clients
would like addressed more in
depth, including nutrition and
saddle fitting;” she said. “The re-
sources the USHJA has commit-
ted to the Stable Challenge have
directly enhanced Prairie Fox
Farm’s objective, which places
equal importance on developing
riders with effective horseman-
ship skills while simultaneously
ensuring the utmost care for each
horse they interact with.”
Four-time winner Elizabeth
Evans, of USHJA Zone 10,
shared her experience, as well,

and has figured out how to keep
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her students excited about the
program year after year.

“I can’t believe I actually
won again!” she said. “T hoped I
would, but [ wasn’t sure if going
for a fourth victory was possible
with the growing interest in the
Stable Challenge. I absolutely
love the Horsemanship Quiz
Challenge Program! I love what
it stands for and what it’s teach-
ing. The program is the perfect
way to instruct today’s young rid-
ers about the value of horseman-
ship, and it covers every aspect,
not just riding.”

Evans believes that every rider
knows to learn all the ins and outs
of the horse, and she credited the
Stable Challenge for not only
reminding riders about this, but
also getting them excited about it.

“I find, more times than
not, riders will start the study
guide with an attitude almost
as if it were homework;” she
said. “However, it doesn’t take
long for them to get completely
wrapped up in the material and
come to the barn and start ap-
plying it. I've always loved the
simple fact that everything in
the study guide can be applied to
your horse and barn.

“Students come to the barn
and see their horses in a whole
new light,” she continued, be-
cause now they might know
where certain teeth are located or
how the equine leg is construct-
ed, for example. “I love that the
HQC program is teaching the
next generation of horsemen to
put their horses’ health and hap-
piness above all else. I believe in
the same values when it comes to
my barn and students. So to find
a program that’s so like my phi-
losophies on horsemanship—I
couldn’t be happier to promote it
and have my students take part.”

The excitement of the Stable
Challenge was so widespread
this year that it couldn’t be con-

tained in the Lower 48. Hawaii

(USHJA Zone 11) trainer Amy
Quinlan used the Stable Chal-
lenge as an opportunity to quiz
her students on their horseman-
ship knowledge.

“To prepare for the Stable
Challenge quizzes, Tadded a
pop quiz to cach of our les-
sons during the month of the
Stable Challenge, which covered
general questions about stable
management, horsemanship and
general industry background
knowledge,” she said. “The com-
bination of the lictle pop quizzes
I give and the Stable Challenge
get the kids and adults thinking
about the knowledge required to
become a good horse person in
addition to learning how to ride.

“Programs like this are im-
portant because it gives the up-
and-coming riders an opportu-
nity to connect with other peers
involved and working toward
the common goal of developing
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great horsemanship,” Quinlan
noted. “Especially for us, being
somewhat removed by being all
the way in Hawaii, I feel it gives
us the opportunity to be a part
of the USHJA, which is great!”

Participants who met the
age requirements for the Horse-
manship Quiz Challenge and
took the Level One and Level
Two HQC quizzes received 10
bonus points for each level they
completed. Those points were
then added to their individual
SCOTes.

Most of the winning train-
ers had an average score of 100
or better (with bonus points),
meaning their top students
produced perfect scores and, in
many cases, took the Level One
and Level Two quizzes. Three
USHJA Zones had no winning
team, either because no teams
participated or their scores were
below the minimum required for
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